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“Whatever the Siva Purana was to be read and explained,

There my father was sure to take me along with him. Finally
unmindfull of my mother's remonstrances, he imperatively
demanded that I should begin practising Parthiva Puja. When
the great day of gloom and fasting-called Sivaratri-arrived, this

day falling on the 13th of Vadya of Magh, my father regard
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less of the protest of my mother that my strength might fail,
commanded me to keep a fast adding that I had to be
initiated on that night into the sacred legend and participate
in that night's long vigil in the temple of Siva. Accordingly, I
followed him along with other young men, who
accompanied their parents. This vigil is divided into four
parts, called paharas (or prabaras) consisting of three hours
each. Having completed my task, namely, having sat up for
the first two paharas till this hour of midnight, I marked that
the pujaaris, or temple servants and some of the lay devotees
after having left the inner temple, had fallen asleep outside.
Having been taught for years that by sleeping on that
particular night, the worshipper loses all the good effect of his
devotion, I tried to refrain from drowsiness by bathing my
eyes now and then with cold water. But my father was less
fortunate. Unable to resist fatigue, he was the first to fall

asleep, leaving me to watch alone.

"Thoughts upon thoughts crowded upon me, and one ques
tion arose after another in my disturbed mind. Is it possible, I
asked myself, that this semblance (7T) of man, the idol of a
Personal God that I see bestriding his bull before me, and
who, according to all religious accounts, walks about, eate
sleeps, and drinks who can hold a trident in his dumroo
(drum) and pronounce curses upon men, is it possible that he
can be the Mahadeva, the great Deity, the same that is
invoked as the Lord of Kailash, the supreme being and the

divine hero of all the stories we read of in the Puranas.
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Unable to resist such thoughts any longer, [ awoke my father
abruptly asking him to enlighten me and tell me whether this
hideous emblem of Siva in the temple was identical with the
Mahadeva (Great God) of the scriptures, or something else.
"Why do you ask it?" said my father. Because, I answered, I
feel it impossible to reconcile the idea of an ommipotent,
living God, with this idol, which allow the mice to run upon
its body, and thus sufters its image to be polluted without the
slightest protest. Then my father tried to explain to me that
this stone representation of the Mahadeva of Kailash, having
beea consecrated with the Veda mantras in the most solemn
way by the holy Brahmins, became ja consequence the God
himself, and is worshipped as such, adding that as Siva cannot
be perceived personally in this KaliYoga the age of meatal
dirkaess,—we have the idol in which the Mahideva of Kailash
is worshipped by his votaries, this kind of worship is pleasing
to the great deity, as much as if, instead of the emblem, he
were there himself. But the explanation fell short of satistying
me. [ could not, young as I was, help suspecting
misinterpretation and sophistry in all this. Feeling faint with
hunger and fatigue, [ begged to be allowed to go home. My
father consented to it, and sent me away with a sepoy, only
reiterating once more his commind that I should not eat. But
whence once home, I told my mother of my hunger, and she

fed me with sweetmeats, and [ fell into profound sleep.”
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